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he DPI Board of Directors in September
approved a $13,000 donation to the
newly formed Maryland Family
Farmers Legal Defense Fund, Inc. to
help a Worcester County, Maryland

farm family fight attacks upon it and the farm by the
Assateague Coastkeeper and the Waterkeeper
Alliance.   

Growers Alan and Kristen Hudson are being
assailed by some groups in the environmental
industry for alleged violations of the federal Clean
Water Act because of how some Ocean City,
Maryland sewage sludge was handled on their
property. Since the lawsuit was filed, Mr. and Mrs.
Hudson have accumulated more than $130,000 in
legal expenses. Because of the precedent setting
nature of the lawsuit against them and the damage a
victory by the environmental industry could create
for all chicken growers and chicken companies on

Delmarva, the DPI Board of Directors approved the
$13,000 donation. This follows a late 2010 gift of
$5,000 to pay legal fees.

A victory in federal court by the environmental
activists, helped in part by the taxpayer supported
University of Maryland Environmental Law Clinic,
could aid the Waterkeeper Alliance with its goal of
making the chicken companies responsible for all on-
the-farm environmental practices of the farm families
who grow chickens. The lawsuit also seeks to change
normal and commonly accepted on-the-farm
management and environmental practices to
accommodate the Waterkeeper Alliance efforts to
change and perhaps destroy Delmarva’s chicken
industry.

The Maryland Family Farmers Legal Defense
Fund, Inc. is a non-stock, Maryland corporation that
is governed by trustees who will decide how the 
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PI’s 46th National Meeting on Poultry
Health and Processing, held again this
year in Ocean City, Maryland, attracted
more than 200 persons who learned about
food safety, poultry health, and public

relations topics. There was an outstanding lineup of
more than two dozen speakers.

A highlight of the program was a presentation by
Charlie Arnot, president of the Center for Food
Integrity, who shared insights into how the chicken
industry needs to position itself to build more
consumer trust. His presentation was made possible
by a gift from Novus International, Inc. Other
combined sessions speakers were Dr. John Hardiman
with Cobb-Vantress who talked about How Broiler
Breeding will Impact Broiler Production, Well Being,
and the Environment, and Dr. Dan Engeljohn with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture who discussed new
U.S. Department of Agriculture food safety standards.

D
National Meeting on Poultry Health and

Processing Draws Hundreds

– 3 –

Dr. Dan Engeljohn, Dr. John Hardiman, and Mr.
Charlie Arnot comprised the first panel during this
year’s National Meeting on Poultry Health and
Processing.

continued on page 4

Presentations on financial
challenges to government and
university services and
programs for the chicken
industry were made on the
opening morning. Afterwards,
the speakers convened as a
panel to answer questions.
Sharing their thoughts were,
left to right, Dr. Guy
Hohenhaus, Maryland Depart-
ment of Agriculture; Dr. Robin
Morgan, University of
Delaware; Dr. Cyril Gay, U.S.
Department of Agriculture;

and Dr. Steve Davis, Colorado Quality Research, who spoke about private sector impacts from America’s
current economy. Dr. Don Ritter, chairman of DPI’s Poultry Health Committee, was the moderator.
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Something to crow about

AgriChoice®

America’s Choice for Farm Insurance

Nationwide® Agribusiness 
understands your risks and 
needs. That’s why we offer 
AgriChoice® farm insurance 
products, tailored to meet 
your needs.

• Coverages designed 
specifically for your 
agribusiness operation

• Local, experienced farm 
insurance professionals

• Farm-specific claims 
service, 24/7

Give Nationwide Agribusiness 
the chance to earn your 
business today.

Underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company and its affiliates,1100 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50391-3000. Customers will be placed with a 
company based on their location and product requested. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states and products are subject to deductibles, 
exclusions, and conditions. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark, and On Your Side are federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company. AgriChoice is a federally registered service mark of Allied Group, Inc. © 2009 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company.  All rights reserved. 
ADP7032bb (0609) 00

Clifford D. Short 
owner
Clifford Short Insurance
606 E. Market Street
Georgetown, DE 19947
(302) 856-7773
CLIFF@CLIFFSHORTINSURANCE.COM

Thanks to various sponsors, guests at the meeting
had opportunities to visit with each other at social
events. Merck Animal Health sponsored the opening
night reception. Nineteen companies supported the
second night’s fellowship period and dinner. They
were:

Aviagen
AviServe LLC
Best Veterinary Solutions, Inc.
CEVA Biomune
Charles River
ChemGen Corporation
Chr. Hansen Inc.
Cobb-Vantress, Inc.
DSM Nutritional Products
Elanco Animal Health
Huvepharma, Inc.
Kemin Vet Innovations

Life Technologies
Lohmann Animal Health
Merial Select
Pfizer Animal Health
Phibro Animal Health
SDIX
Sunrise Farms, Inc.

Informal visits between sessions allowed
acquaintances to catch up with each other. 
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DPI Joins with Others to
Support Farmers Feed US

PI has joined with other agricultural
groups and companies to support a
farmer promotional program called
Farmers Feed US that is being created
in the Mid Atlantic States of Delaware,

Maryland, and Pennsylvania.
Led by The Center for Food Integrity, Farmers

Feed US is a major consumer outreach
program to inform consumers about farm
families and how their food is
produced. This campaign supports
recommendations from the DPI
Strategic Planning Meeting that DPI
have more communications,
promotional, and outreach efforts. 

Farmers Feed US has been in
operation in several Midwestern states for
some time. It has attracted hundreds of
thousands of website visitors to the participating
Midwestern states’ farmers and information. The Mid
Atlantic campaign that is being developed will be
larger than the combined campaigns in the eight
Midwestern states. The goal is to build a coalition of
agricultural commodities in the Mid-Atlantic states to

launch Farmers Feed US during the first quarter of
2012. 

Farmers Feed US works by giving consumers an
opportunity to win free groceries for a year by
participating in a web-based sweepstakes. During the
90-day sweepstakes period, consumers may log on
once a day to enter. Before they can enter, they must
view a short video featuring a farmer and answer a

question from information in the video.
Links on the site provide additional

opportunities for consumers to learn
more about each commodity,
including a link to DPI’s website. In
addition to the sweepstakes website,

the project includes a massive paid
advertising campaign and free media

outreach (press releases and what are
called “social media”).  

Grocery sweepstakes prizes will be awarded in the
District of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania. Paid and free media outreach will be
conducted in the District of Columbia, Baltimore,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Salisbury
communications media markets.

D

Five outstanding flock supervisors were
recognized by DPI at the Delmarva Poultry
Conference in Ocean City, Maryland.
Selected by their company colleagues, were,
left to right, Garrett Sammons – Mountaire
Farms of Delaware; Tom Hornsby –
Mountaire Farms of Delmarva;  Curtis
Wooten – Perdue Farms Inc.; and Shelly
Wiggs – Perdue Farms Inc.  Additionally,
Clay Riggins of Perdue Farms Delmarva
North was recognized but was unable to
attend the conference.
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New DPI Leaders Elected for 2012
PI members at the Annual Membership
Meeting in November elected the
association’s Board of Directors
members for 2012 and the 2011 board
then elected the 2012 officers and

Executive Committee members.  
Selected as president is Andrew McLean of Queen

Anne’s County, Maryland.  Andrew is a chicken
grower and an agricultural banker for PNC bank. He
has 25 years of agricultural finance and banking
experience on Delmarva. He has been a grower since
2005. Active in Queen Anne’s County groups, he is
also a member of the Board of Directors of the Harry
R. Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology and the Maryland
Family Farmers Legal Defense Fund, Inc.

Selected as the new Vice President was Queen
Anne’s County grower Jenny Rhodes.

DPI directors next year include 13 chicken
growers, 14 chicken company representatives, and 15
persons from allied and community businesses that
supply products and services to the chicken industry.
Five of the directors are new to the board in 2012 as
they are marked with an ****.

Kenny Bounds, MidAtlantic Farm Credit 
Becky Calloway, Pebblestone Farm

Charlie Carpenter, Perdue Farms Inc.
Paul Chesnik, Paradise Farm
Joe Chisholm, Funny Farm

**** Steve Collins, Tyson Foods, Inc. 
Ron Darnell, Perdue Farms Inc.
Wayne Evans, Evans Builders, Inc.
Greg Ferrier, G & M Sales of Delmarva, Inc. 
Doug Green, Sandy Ridge Farm
Bryan Hensley, Pfizer Animal Health
Larry Hill, Peninsula Poultry Equipment
Tom Holder
Mohammad Iqbal, Cottonwood Ranch
Bob James, Robren Farm
Dave Lovell, Old Mill Farm &

Thanks a Million Farm
Roger Marino, Mountaire Farms, Inc.
Bill Massey, Mountaire Farms of Delmarva, Inc.
Mack McCary
Andrew McLean, Duart Farm and Mull Farm
James McNaughton, AHPharma, Inc.

**** Randy Mitchell, Perdue Farms Inc. 
Ted Miller, Mountaire Farms of Delaware, Inc

**** Keith Moore, Perdue Farms Inc.
**** Kay Nam, Cedar Mountain Farms, LLC

Dave Patey, Mountaire Farms, Inc.
**** Kay Phillips, Tyson Foods, Inc.  

Blair Ranneberger, Sheppard’s Crossing Farm
Debbie Rementer, Choptank

Electric Cooperative
Jenny Rhodes, Deerfielde Farm
Don Ritter, Mountaire Farms, Inc.
Bill Satterfield, Delmarva Poultry Industry, Inc.
Kurt Schuster, Chem Gen Corp.
Steve Schwalb, Perdue Farms Inc.
David Shapiro, Perdue Farms Inc.
Jim Smith, Delmarva Power
Ken Sterling, Elanco Animal Health
Bruce Stewart-Brown, Perdue Farms Inc.
Jerry Truitt
Paul Twining, Paul Twining Associates, Inc.
Minh Vinh, Le Farm and Vinh Farm

**** Kevin Yingling, Delaware Electric Cooperative

D

DPI’s 2012 officers are, left to right, President -
Andrew McLean, a Queen Anne’s County,
Maryland chicken grower and PNC banker; Vice
President - Queen Anne’s County grower and
University of Maryland agricultural extension agent
Jenny Rhodes, and Immediate Past President – Jim
Smith with Delmarva Power.  
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Environmental Work Continues
he Chesapeake Bay Watershed states
continue development of their U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency-
required Watershed Implementation Plans
that set goals and expectations to improve

bay water quality. DPI members have been
participating in the Maryland counties’ agricultural
WIP meetings to learn what is likely to be required of
farmers and chicken growers. DPI’s Environmental
Committee in October heard from Maryland
Department of Agriculture Assistant Secretary
Royden Powell about the process. Guests at the
meeting were representatives of the Wicomico
Environmental Trust and the Nanticoke Watershed
Alliance.

In November, the DPI Environmental Committee
met with Nick DiPasquale, director of the EPA
Chesapeake Bay Program. Mr. DiPasquale, a former

secretary of the Delaware Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control, shared his
thoughts on the mission and activities of this EPA
program and spent a lot of time explaining the
Chesapeake Bay model.  

Several committee members attended the early
September Chesapeake Bay Commission Manure to
Energy Summit near Baltimore. Several technologies
were discussed and the audience was gauged on what
types of incentives were desired to get more manure-
to-energy systems in place.

In October, the state of Maryland issued a request
for companies interested in producing electricity
generated from animal manure to submit proposals by
the end of November. The state is seeking to expand
the amount of electricity it buys from renewable fuels.
The state is seeking projects of no less than 10
megawatts.

T

DON’T BE A CHICKEN 
ABOUT SAVING ENERGY!

96% Efficient Gas Furnaces 
Hybrid Gas Systems • Geo-Thermal Systems 

2 Stage Air Conditioning • 2 Stage Heat Pumps

410-742-5542
All Brands of Equipment Serviced & Installed

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY SERVICE!

MD Master HVAC Lic. #1-2305                              DE Master HVAC License #HL0000074
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DPI Educational Activities
art of DPI’s mission is to offer educational
programs and several activities took place
in recent months.

As we have done in recent years, DPI
provided 700 educational activity booklets

for third grade students participating in the Accomac
County, Virginia Farm Tour. This is a chance to reach
students who otherwise might not learn much about
the chicken industry. Additionally, we provided 200
copies of the DPI Thinking Chicken DVD with
teacher resource packets to the Virginia Ag in the
Classroom program for distribution to Virginia
classroom teachers.

DPI Director of Education and Consumer
Information Connie Parvis made follow-up contacts
with teachers visiting the DPI booth at the Delaware
State Fair who requested additional information on
DPI's educational resources. During the fair’s ten
days, DPI hosted thousands of visitors to our

educational/promotional exhibit.  
We provided educational materials and recipes for

handout to visitors attending the Baltimore County
Fair and the Cecil County Fair in Maryland.

DPI attended a workshop on running an effective
scholarship program that was sponsored by the
Delmarva Education Foundation.  Information gained
will be helpful in improving and promoting DPI's
College Scholarship program.

Nearly 100 persons attended the DPI September
Grower Committee on-the-road meeting to learn about
water quality and chicken house lighting programs.
Dr. Susan Watkins with the University of Arkansas
spoke to the growers the evening prior to her
presentations at the Delmarva Poultry Conference. 

As part of our efforts to educate and inform
government personnel about the chicken industry, we
participated in two chicken farm tours for employees
of the Maryland General Assembly.

P

Alarm Sales and Installation 
for Poultry Houses

Prompt Professional Service
24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring 

Maintenance Programs
Remote PC Connection 

Sales and Service 

If you are building new houses, remodeling older

houses or simply need to upgrade or repair your

existing alarm system, Agralarm can help!  Poultry

house alarms have been our specialty since 1990.

Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY

or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com
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PI has opened its 2012 College
Scholarship Program. Applications are
being accepted for undergraduate and
graduate scholarships that will be
awarded in the spring.

Undergraduate applicants must be residents of
the Delmarva Peninsula and students in good
standing at any accredited, degree-granting
institution in the United States. The program
also is open to high school seniors who have
been accepted to an accredited, degree-
granting institution. Individuals must have
an academic major in a subject area
relevant to Delmarva’s poultry industry and be
planning a career in this business. A transcript
must accompany each application.

Graduate student applicants must meet the above
criteria and the individual must be engaged in research
that directly benefits Delmarva’s poultry industry.

Preference will be given to applicants from

families that either are DPI members or own a
business that is a DPI member. 

Applications must be received at the DPI office,
16686 County Seat Highway, Georgetown, DE 19947,

by April 2, 2012. Late applications will not be
considered.

Application forms and additional
scholarship information are available on the
DPI website at www.dpichicken.org - click
on college scholarships in the left menu
column, or contact the DPI office at 800-878-
2449 or by e-mail at dpi@dpichicken.com.

Funding for the DPI College Scholarship
Program is generated by proceeds from an annual DPI
Golf Tournament. The 2012 tournament will be held
on June 13 near Snow Hill, Maryland, just days before
the Delmarva Chicken Festival. Don’t miss this
opportunity to spend a day of fun on the golf course
while supporting worthy young people interested in a
future in Delmarva’s chicken business.   

DPI Opens 2012 College Scholarship Program

D

Interested in Reaching
DPI Members

with Your
Advertising Message?

dvertising in DPI’s two newsletters is
available to DPI members who have
made a minimum $150 membership
dues’ payment for the year in which
the ads will run.

For information about advertising in DPI in
Action or Timely Topics, contact Lori Morrow at
the DPI office at 302-856-9037 and
morrow@dpichicken.com.

AMore than 8,000 bicyclists participating in the
October Seagull Century event on Maryland’s Lower
Eastern Shore were exposed to 60 banners with
positive messages about Delmarva’s farm families.
Money for this DPI program was provided by
America’s soybean farmers through the United
Soybean Board.
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he Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has proposed a rule, explained in 97
pages, that would require concentrated
animal feeding operations (CAFOs) such
as chicken farms to submit five pieces of

information so it can more “effectively carry out its
CAFO permitting programs and ensure that CAFOs
are implementing practices to protect water quality
and human health.” 

Information required by EPA in this proposed rule
includes contact information, location information,
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permitting information, number and type of
animals, and land application statistics. Much of this
information already is available to the states through
the permitting system, so requiring individual growers
to submit information seems wasteful of time and
effort by growers. However, since the EPA does not
know what CAFOs exist and how to contact them to
inform them of this notification rule, should it be
adopted next year, many growers could end up in
violation of the regulation if they do not submit the
required information.

The proposal is part of a court settlement
agreement reached with the Natural Resources
Defense Council, Waterkeeper Alliance, and the Sierra
Club. Under the proposed rule, EPA is proposing two
regulatory options regarding which CAFOs would be
required to submit information to the EPA. One option
would require every CAFO to report this information
to EPA, unless states with authorized NPDES
programs choose to provide that information.  A
second option would require CAFOs in focus
watersheds that have water quality concerns
associated with CAFOs to report information to EPA.

The comment deadline for the proposed rule is
December 20 and DPI will be providing comments.
We urge you to submit comments as well.  Comments
can be submitted at www.regulations.gov using the
docket number EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0188. Comments
can be submitted via the mail by sending them to:

Water Docket
Environmental Protection Agency
Mailcode 28221T
Attention Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0188
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

You might also want to send a copy to your
members of Congress.

Contact DPI if you wish a copy of the proposed
rule.  EPA plans to take final action on this proposal by
July 2012.   

T
EPA Seeks New Information on Chicken Farms
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Agents:  Jackie King    
               Nancy King 
     Donna King 

101 W. Market Street 
Georgetown, DE 19947 

302 855 0800 
 800 823 7750 

          302 855 0885 FAX 
 

Email:  agents@kingcrop.com  
Website:  www.kingcrop.com 
 

Experience Counts with your Crop Insurance Agent ! 

This agency is an equal opportunity provider. 
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2012 DPI Membership Campaign is Underway
he end of the year means the beginning of
the next DPI membership campaign and
when you are asked to become a member
we hope your answer will be yes. Our
2,000 members allow us to do the

hundreds of things we do annually to keep the chicken
industry strong, protect our members from
unnecessary government regulations, educate people
about the chicken industry, promote increased chicken
consumption, and work on many environmental
issues. As we represent the industry, we have more
clout if we have more members, especially involved
and engaged members.

Everybody in the chicken industry knows that
2011 has been a difficult year and next year will be
challenging as well.  In these tough times, DPI ’s work
becomes more important as we do what we can to

keep the chicken industry going strong. As more work
is done to help our members, we are working smarter
and we need members and dues payments to keep
pace. So, how are your dues payments spent?  They
are spent frugally.

Thanks to the leadership of the DPI board of
directors, we are spending your money wisely and
doing more to help our members. Please keep this
conservative financial management in mind when you
are asked to become a DPI member. We’re being
asked every year to do more and we can only respond
effectively if we have the financial resources available
to us.   

And now, you can make your dues payments on-
line through the DPI website. Visit
www.dpichicken.org and click on Membership and
Benefits in the left menu box.  Thanks.

T

Fuller Hall & Associates, Inc.
3003 Merritt Mill Road

Salisbury, Maryland 21804
Ph: 410-572-8833
Fax: 410-341-3970

SURVEYING  •  ENGINEERING  •  PLANNING

Licensed in Delaware, Maryland & Virginia

� Poultry House Site Development Plans

� Nursery/Greenhouse Site Plans

� Storm Water Management & Grading Plans

� Commercial & Residential Site Planning

� Boundary & Topographic Surveys

� Construction Stakeout

� Forest Conservation

� Wetlands Delineation

� Delaware Nutrient Management Plans

� Subdivision Design

Let us help you navigate
the permitting process.
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DPI now has a
page.

Check out the Facebook logo
in the upper left corner of our

web page
www.dpichicken.org.
Click the Like button
to become a “Friend”

ow that DPI’s two newsletters, DPI in
Action and Timely Topics are available
on DPI’s website, we are giving
newsletter recipients the option of
viewing the newsletters electronically
rather than receiving printed copies in the

mail.  Switching to electronic delivery will allow you
to see the newsletters sooner. It will save DPI money
by reducing our printing and mailing costs. And it will
reduce the amount of paper we use, an environmental
benefit.

If you are interested in viewing the two
newsletters through the DPI website, with e-mail
reminders when they are added to the website,
rather than receiving them in the mail, please let us
know. Contact Lori in the DPI office at 856-9037
from Sussex County, Delaware; 1-800-878-2449 from
other areas; or via dpi@dpichicken.com.

N
New Technology Offers New Delivery Method

for DPI Newsletters
Help us get your DPI newsletters to you sooner
while reducing DPI’s Expenses.

If you want to view your DPI newsletter
electronically rather than receiving them in the
mail, let us know.

We’ll let you know via e-mail when a
newsletter is added to our website.

Name____________________________________

Company or Farm Name ____________________

Address __________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

E-mail Address ____________________________

________________________________________

Delaware U.S. Senator Tom Carper, right, visited
with DPI and chicken industry leaders to learn
about issues and concerns. 

Next to Senator Carper is Dr. Gary Gladys, CEO
of the new Allen Harim Foods, LLC.
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PI members qualify for discounts on a variety of vision care
products and services through Accurate Optical locations in
Delaware and Maryland and Halpern Eye Associates’ offices in
Delaware.  This program is another benefit of being a DPI
member.

Discounts apply to certain eye examinations, prescription eyewear, lenses
and frames, and contact lenses.  Check with each company for details.

Halpern Eye Associates has locations at Bear, Dover, Middletown, Milford,
Millville, Seaford, and Smyrna, Delaware.

Accurate Optical has locations at Cambridge, Easton, Kent Island, Ocean
City, Ocean Pines, and Salisbury, Maryland and Laurel and Millsboro,
Delaware.

D
DPI Members Qualify for

Discount Vision Care Programs

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

BRUCE SAIA
Licensed & Insured

11429 Holly Rd. • Ridgely, MD 21660

In Business Over 30 Years
FREE ESTIMATES

Office & Fax 410-634-1476
Cell: 410-924-2946  •  410-924-5331

CHICKEN HOUSE PADS • SLABS • DRIVEWAYS
EXCAVATION
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DPI

DPI’S MISSION
As a national leader in the poultry
industry, DPI is a highly respected
and innovative organization
working for the continued progress
of the poultry industry through:
• Promotion of the chicken

industry
• Membership services
• Government and public affairs
• Educational programs

PI is forming its sixth money saving
Electric Buying Group for its members
who are served by Delmarva Power.
Interested persons and businesses need to
enroll by December 15.

Through its first five Electric Buying Groups, DPI
members have saved hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Businesses and individuals with an average
monthly bill of $400 or more over the course of a year
are eligible to join the DPI group if they become 2012
DPI members by December 31, 2011. Individuals
must make a minimum dues payment of $50 while

businesses are encouraged to make a minimum dues
payment of $150.

This money saving program is not limited to
persons and businesses in the chicken industry. Any
business, regardless of its products and services, is
eligible to join DPI to be part of this program.
Farmers who do not grow chickens can join DPI to
save money on their Delmarva Power bills. 

For details contact Ed Jackson at Affinity Energy
Management  at edjacksonenergy@aol.com or
302-218-8920. 

D
DPI’s 6th Electric Buying Group

is Being Formed


