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aryland Governor Martin O’Malley
in an unexpected and strongly
worded letter to the dean of the
University of Maryland School of
Law, home of the Environmental

Law Clinic that is representing the cash rich, out of
state Waterkeeper Alliance, urged the law clinic to
rethink its work against Worcester County growers
Alan and Kristin Hudson. Governor O’Malley’s
letter followed his pronouncement in August 2010
that a Maryland university law school should offer
free legal representation to farmers.  

Here is the text of the governor’s November 14,
2011 letter.

Dear Dean Haddon: 
I am writing to express my concerns about the
ongoing injustice being perpetrated by the

University of Maryland Environmental Law
Clinic’s continued pursuit of costly litigation of
questionable merit against Alan and Kristen
Hudson and their family-owned farm. 

The Hudson Farm has been in the family for
four generations and for over 100 years. In
2010, environmental groups--presumably well
intended––persuaded the University Clinic to
file suit against the Hudson and Perdue Farms,
alleging that they were polluting the Pocomoke
River. 

Since that time, the Maryland Department of the
Environment completed a full investigation into
these accusations. Although MDE fined the
farm $4,000 for placing fertilizer composed of
treated human waste too close to a drainage
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PI has opened its 2012 College
Scholarship Program. Applications are
being accepted for undergraduate and
graduate scholarships that will be
awarded in the spring.

Undergraduate applicants must be
residents of the Delmarva Peninsula and students in
good standing at any accredited, degree-granting
institution in the United States. The program also is
open to high school seniors who have been accepted to
an accredited, degree-granting institution. Individuals
must have an academic major in a subject area relevant
to Delmarva’s poultry industry and be planning a career
in this business. A transcript must accompany each
application.

Graduate student applicants must meet the above
criteria and the individual must be engaged in research
that directly benefits Delmarva’s poultry industry.

Preference will be given to applicants from families

that either are DPI members or own a business that is a
DPI member. 

Applications must be received at the DPI office,
16686 County Seat Highway, Georgetown, DE 19947,
by April 2, 2012. Late applications will not be
considered.

Application forms and additional scholarship
information are available on the DPI website at
www.dpichicken.org - click on College Scholarships
in the left menu column, or contact the DPI office at
800-878-2449 or by e-mail at dpi@dpichicken.com.

Funding for the DPI College Scholarship Program
comes from an annual DPI Golf Tournament.  The 2012
tournament will be held on June 13 near Snow Hill,
Maryland, just days before the Delmarva Chicken
Festival.  Don’t miss this opportunity to spend a day of
fun on the golf course while supporting worthy young
people interested in a future in Delmarva’s chicken
business.

D
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eptember 
We had a full house of nearly 100

persons at the September on-the-road
Grower Committee meeting at the
Rockawalkin Community Center west of

Salisbury.  Dr. Susan Watkins with the University of
Arkansas talked about light bulbs and water quality
issues.  

She explained that
feed augers and
movement motors are a
small percentage of the
overall energy
consumption in a
chicken house and there
is little opportunity to
improve efficiency.  Fan
motors are a high
percentage, but they
have a higher
replacement cost
relative to the energy
efficiency gains.  That
leaves lighting
efficiency improvements
as the best way to save money.

She reviewed studies comparing incandescent,
cold cathode fluorescent, LED, and dimmable
compact fluorescent bulbs.  The studies looked at bulb
costs, energy consumption, durability of the bulbs,
bird performance, and weight gain.  

Dr. Watkins’ second presentation was Managing
Water Quality for Successful Flocks. She discussed
challenges to good water quality, how growers can
manage their water systems, and ways to
improvement water quality.  

To view her slide presentations, go to
www.dpichicken.org, click on For the Farm in the
left menu bar, and select September 2011 Grower
Committee Presentations.

October
University of Delaware poultry extension agent

Bill Brown shared with the committee information
about a chicken litter baling system that is working in
Arkansas; a system that could have potential for
Delmarva.  Basically it involves the removal of litter
from a chicken house, compressing it into a smaller
and heavier bale, wrapping it in plastic, and then

storing it until time for
use.  The bales can be
stored on farms and
transported out of the
area.  If it works and is
economical, it could be
a cost effective
substitute for expensive
manure storage
buildings and could
allow crop farmers
using manure to have a
covered supply on hand
until they want to
spread it.  Bill and
Kenny Bounds with the
MidAtlantic Farm

Credit later visited Arkansas to see the system in
action and came back with favorable impressions.
Work continues to learn if this has a potential for
Delmarva and might offer chicken growers yet
another alternative way to handle their locally
produced organic fertilizer in a sound environmental
fashion.

January
Our first meeting of the new year will be January

24 at the University of Delaware Elbert N. and Ann V.
Carvel Research and Education Center west of
Georgetown. It will be an on-the-road meeting open to
more than just DPI Grower Committee members.  

S
Grower Committee Activities

Mack McCary, Chairman 302-436-5080

After her two presentations, Dr. Watkins spent time talking
with growers one-on-one about her research. Persons
attending this DPI meeting learned a lot about light bulbs
and water quality issues.

Continued on page 14
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Poultry Grower Biosecurity
Expectations and Guidelines

ood on-the-farm biosecurity is a year-
round best management practice that
needs to be in place
whether there is a
chicken disease
challenge or not.

Ultimately it is the job of growers
to protect their farms and
businesses from the introduction
of disease-causing viruses or
bacteria.  Growers are the first
line of defense in keeping
unwanted and unnecessary
persons off their property and out
of their chicken houses. Visitors
such as equipment suppliers and
repairmen, fuel and electric
company personnel, plumbers, electricians, computer
installers and service technicians, government
personnel, and others need to know the rules before
coming onto a grower’s property.  

Here are desired, year-round biosecurity
precautions that growers can practice to protect their
investments.

Limit visitors onto poultry farms. Growers
have the authority and responsibility to
prohibit any unauthorized persons from
coming onto their property. 

• Where practical, install and lock gates to poultry
farms.

• Lock doors on chicken houses. 
• Post No Trespassing or No Admittance signs and

enforce those prohibitions. 
• Only authorized people should be allowed in close

proximity to or in chicken houses. Authorized
persons going into chicken houses should wear
disposable garments and footwear that is left on the
farm or footwear that can be cleaned and disinfected
prior to leaving a farm. 

• Tools, equipment, and vehicles going into chicken
houses with authorized visitors should be cleaned

and disinfected before leaving the farm.
Disinfecting without first cleaning accomplishes

nothing. 
• When entering and leaving each
chicken house, workers and
visitors must wash and sanitize
their hands. 
• Vehicles going onto chicken
farms should park as far away
from the chicken houses and
manure storage area as possible
and farm visitors should wear
disposable footwear that is left on
the farm or footwear that can be
cleaned and disinfected prior to
leaving a farm.
• Growers should keep a visitors’

log to record who their visitors are, where they were
prior to the visit, and where they are going
afterwards. Never allow anyone close to your
chicken houses without knowing where they have
previously been.

• Have “farm dedicated footwear”- chicken house
shoes that are only worn inside the chicken houses.
This footwear must not go off site for any reason. 

• Don’t wear clothing worn in their chicken houses to
community gathering points and fellowship sites. 

• Growers and employees with multiple farm
locations should avoid travel between the farms
without using good biosecurity. Equipment used on
multiple farms should be cleaned and disinfected
between farm visits. Footwear dedicated to one farm
should not be worn to another farm. 

• Growers should not employ persons who have jobs
on other poultry farms. 

Avoid direct and indirect contact between
all other avian species and poultry. 

• Consider all wild or domestic birds as potential
sources of infection. Eliminate free ranging
domestic fowl and pet birds on or near commercial
poultry premises. 

• No caring for chickens after contact with wildfowl

G

Continued on page 17
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To acquire a Restricted – No Admittance
sign, contact the DPI office.  Supplies are
limited.







aryland poultry growers have enough
to worry about. Environmental
regulations add tremendously to
these worries. Is my production area
free of all potentials for a discharge

of nutrients? Are my Best Management Practices
working to their maximum ability to prevent such
discharges? Do I have any
maintenance issues? Is my
paperwork current and organized?
Is there more I can do? Who can I
contact to assist me with these
concerns? Well, the Maryland
Department of Agriculture is here to
help answer these questions and
more.

The Maryland Department of
Agriculture (MDA) has created a
position to assist poultry operations
on the Eastern Shore with
Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFO) and Maryland
Animal Feeding Operations (MAFO) regulations and
inspections.  Called for by the Eastern Shore
legislators, MDA formed the position now known as
the CAFO/MAFO Coordinator. To fill this need, MDA
turned to Tony Riggi, a thirteen year veteran of the
Department’s Office of Resource Conservation. Mr.
Riggi is a 1998 graduate of Delaware State University
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Soil and Water
Management.  Starting in the Caroline Soil
Conservation District, Mr. Riggi worked as a
Technician. From there he went on to be the
Agricultural Assessment Planner for the nine Eastern
Shore counties. Following that, he served as the
District Manager for the Queen Anne’s Soil
Conservation District.  

Mr. Riggi’s duties as CAFO/MAFO Coordinator
are to provide education and outreach to Maryland
poultry operations, prepare poultry operations for site
inspections conducted by the Maryland Department of
the Environment (MDE), provide assistance to

growers following MDE site inspections, and conduct
site investigations for water quality complaints dealing
with agriculture for the entire Eastern Shore.

Tony will be speaking at different agricultural
meetings across the Eastern Shore to inform growers
of what is expected of them in regards to the CAFO
regulations and water quality. He will be providing

literature to growers dealing with
composting, preventing fires in
manure storage structures, and
natural disaster preparedness. He
also will be able to assist growers
with the composting of catastrophic
mortality events not caused by
disease.

Mr. Riggi is conducting “mock”
CAFO inspections for Maryland
poultry farmers to prepare them for
MDE inspections. During these
inspections, he will walk the
production area to assure that Best
Management Practices are in place

and are working correctly to eliminate the discharge of
nutrients into open waters. He will be checking the
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP),
the Nutrient Management Plan (NMP), and Soil
Conservation and Water Quality Plan (SCWQP) to
assure that the information is current and consistent
through all three plans. The third part of the “mock”
inspection is to look at the grower’s records to make
sure the correct records are being maintained and
organized to fulfill the CAFO permit. If any issues
arise from these “mock” inspections, he will try to
assist the operator with measures to correct the issues
or put them in contact with the specific agency to
assist with correcting any issues that may be present.

For growers who have been inspected by MDE,
Tony can assist them with correcting any issues
reported from MDE on the site.  This may be as simple
as putting the grower in contact with the correct
agency to assist them or advising them of different

M
Working with Maryland’s CAFO Regulations

Assistance Available to Maryland Poultry Growers
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DPI’S MISSION
As a national leader in the poultry
industry, DPI is a highly respected
and innovative organization
working for the continued progress
of the poultry industry through:
• Promotion of the chicken

industry
• Membership services
• Government and public affairs
• Educational programs

(302) 856-9037

(800) 878-2449

(302) 856-9799 (Fax)

dpi@dpichicken.com (e-mail)

www.dpichicken.org

Nick DiPasquale, new director of the EPA Chesapeake Bay Program, met with members
of DPI’s Grower Committee and Environmental Committee last month to discuss the
bay’s pollution diet and to hear of concerns from the chicken industry.  DiPasquale,
center, is flanked by Environmental Committee members Dr. James McNaughton and
Steve Schwalb.


